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Important Dates

Scholastic Book Fair
Friday 21 May

Sacramental Day
Reconciliation
Saturday 22 May

Mass at St Mary
Magdalene's School
Tuesday 25 May

Sorry Day - dress in
Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander
colours
Wednesday 26 May

Just For Fun -
Electronic Day
Wednesday 9 June

Newsletter

We have recently transitioned to a different way of creating our newsletter.

When you recieve this via your email, select the Read More section on any article to view
the full newsletter including photos, videos and important community content.

From Leadership
Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of St Mary Magdalene’s,

As we come to the end of the third week of Term Two, classes are in full swing with our students seeking to build on the success of Term

One. From the beginning of the term we have continued to develop our emphasis on a strong learning culture where everyone strives to

achieve their personal best.

While our teachers do a remarkable job in staying abreast of latest educational trends and implementing them into their daily practice,

your assistance is also vital. You can never under estimate the impact of parents in developing a learning culture.

Here at St Mary Magdalene’s we commit ourselves every day to the aims of all Catholic schools:

“We know our students by name and by heart”.

“Our community is underpinned by a spirit of openness, sensitivity and respect, which generates a real sense of inclusion and

belonging. It’s these everyday connections between faith and action that let every child know they matter”.

“We work in partnership with families to educate and nurture the whole person, helping them to be thriving, capable learners as

well as extraordinary human beings.”

“Inspired by Jesus, our Catholic faith and spirituality, we instil values that last well beyond the schooling experience, they’re

ingrained for life.”

“We believe that each child has an inherent goodness that can change the world and it’s our privilege to be a part of their journey -

because an intangible piece of your school lives with you forever”.
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Connecting Life, Faith and Learning

Leadership Team

Chris, Ciara, Melissa and Leah

 

From the APRIM
Feast of the Ascension 

Today is the feast of the Ascension.  

Although we do not see Jesus with our own eyes, this feast reminds us to see Jesus in others.  

During the forty days since his resurrection, Jesus made frequent appearances and continued to speak to his disciples. Today’s Gospel

reiterates Jesus’ message to evangelise. Jesus final words before he ascends to heaven are a call to the Church to become the Body of

Christ. This week we pray that we always seek Jesus’ presence here among us as we continue his work.  

Catholic Education Week 

Last week we celebrated Catholic Education Week with Mass led by our year 5/6 students on the theme: Raising Hearts and Minds to the

Wonder and Awe of God’s Creation. Classes continued their practice of saying grace before eating recess and lunch using two

compositions of grace which focused on our shared commitment to ecological conversion and action. (See below) 

Some classes engaged in a mindful creation walk where they focused on being present and capturing details or beauty in God’s world. 

 Loving God,  

We ask you to bless this food which comes to us through the work of many people, from the sowing of seeds in the earth to

our table here today.  

We pray for those in our world who do not have enough food. Help us to always care for people and your  

beautiful creation. 

Amen. 

Melissa Musolino 

APRIM 
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A Snapshot of Learning 2/3MM
This Term as a school community, we have been delving more deeply into researching the Mercy value of Respect. This is not just a

focus for our Religious Education Program but instead a lens by which we look at all aspects of our school and home life. In order for

learning to be deep, it was crucial that I first tap into the children’s prior knowledge of Mercy so that I can strategically plan learning.

The provocation posed was  ‘I wonder what the word respect might mean?’ Responses included, listening to people… Not bullying other

people… Being a good friend.. Using manners…Playing with sad people … Not screaming at people… Doing what you are asked…

When people listen to you because you listen to them … It’s using the 5 ls… Inviting people with no friends to play… Helping people

learn and read…. Saying please instead of whinging at them. 

When asked what or who we might be called to show respect to, responses included God, Jesus, family, parents, brothers and sisters,

cousins, grandparents, teachers, ourselves, everyone and everything! To respect Mother Nature, our environment, pets, dogs, trees and

plants. To respect buildings, houses and each other’s belongings.

Our next step is to explore this concept more deeply through Scripture. The children created an artefact of what respect means to them. 

 

  

  

Community Hub
The St Mary Magdalene's School Community Hub has been a hive of activity already this term! 

Come along and join in the fun, we have an activity to suit all families. The community hub is a great way to meet new friends and build

stronger community connection.

Click on the images below to read the latest program.

    

National Sorry Day – 26 May
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National Sorry Day is an Australia-wide observance held on May 26 each year. This day gives people the chance to come together and

share the steps towards healing for the Stolen Generations, their families and communities. Stolen generations refer to Indigenous

Australians who were forcibly removed from their families and communities.

The Aboriginal flag is one of the symbols of National Sorry Day in Australia.

For more information visit the National Sorry Day website HERE

 

Dress for Reconciliation

National Reconciliation Week – 27 May to 3 June
This year, 2021, marks twenty years of Reconciliation Australia and almost three decades of the Australian formal reconciliation process.

Over this time, support and engagement with reconciliation has steadily grown, with far greater awareness of the complexity and

magnitude of First Nations cultures and knowledges.

Today, many more Australians now understand and acknowledge the brutal impact that British colonialism and the modern Australian

state have had on First Nations families, communities, and ways of life.

After three decades of a formal process, reconciliation is now at a tipping point.

In 2021, reconciliation is more than just raising awareness and knowledge. The theme More than a word. Reconciliation takes action,

urges the reconciliation movement towards braver and more impactful action.

While we see greater support for reconciliation from the Australian people than ever before, we must be more determined than ever if we

are to achieve the goal of the movement—a just, equitable, reconciled Australia.

What Reconciliation Australia does

Reconciliation Australia is the national body for reconciliation. We are an independent not-for-profit organisation that promotes and

facilitates reconciliation by building relationships, respect and trust between the wider Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander peoples.

The organisation focuses on influencing organisations, people and policies.

Three program areas deliver services, resources and advice to support reconciliation action within Australian businesses, schools,

community groups, and government organisations—the Reconciliation Action Plan program, the Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in

Education program, and the Indigenous Governance program.

Influencing people is conducted through a range of activities, using tools to educate, inform and engage all Australians in reconciliation,

with National Reconciliation Week the flagship event.

In honour of Reconciliation Week and showing our continued commitment towards Reconciliation, we
invite our school community to dress in the Aboriginal Flag colours of black, red and yellow on

Wednesday 26 May. Please bring a gold coin donation to support the work of the Aboriginal Catholic
Ministry – Otherway Centre.
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https://www.smm.catholic.edu.au/www.timeanddate.com/holidays/australia/national-sorry-day
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https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/
https://indigenousgovernance.org.au/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/


Influencing policies involves producing authoritative research to inform the national conversation, including through the State of

Reconciliation in Australia Report and the Australian Reconciliation Barometer.

What is  National Re conciliat ion We e k?What is  National Re conciliat ion We e k?

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to

explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to

3 June. These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the

High Court Mabo decision respectively. Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward,

creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander peoples.

At its heart, reconciliation is about strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and

non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians

For more information about National Reconcilliation Week visit their website HERE.

Scruffy New Arrival Welcomed
 St Mary Magdalene’s School will welcome a new staff member next week – but this one is a more hirsute than the usual employee!

Our librarian Carol Major will welcome her new Australian Lions Hearing Dog, Kate. Kate is an 18-month-old Chihuahua cross who will be

performing a very important job to assist Carol in her daily life. 

Many of our older families will remember Carol’s previous assistance dogs, Gertie and Astro.

Australian Lions Hearing Dogs will visit our school this term to talk with students and staff about the work

Kate does and help us all adjust to Kate’s arrival.

Kate will be on a lead whenever she is out with Carol, and when she is not with Carol, she will be taking a

break in her crate in the library.

Here are some tips we need to follow as Kate settles in our community:

Please do not approach Kate or attempt to pat her. Speak with Carol if you are interested in finding out more about Kate.

Please do not touch Kate without permission from Carol.

Never offer food to Kate.

Any parents had questions about Kate please see the Leadership Team.

Since 1980, Australian Lions Hearing Dogs (ALHD) have provided a set of “furry ears” to many hundreds of Australians, all made

possible from the ongoing support of our generous donors and the Lions Clubs across Australia. Each Hearing Assistance Dog costs

ALHD upwards of $37,000 to train, deliver and support, and is gifted free of charge, to its deaf or hard of hearing new owner.

Hearing Assistance Dogs not only increase the quality of day-to-day living, they also help alleviate many of the conditions often

associated with deafness and hard of hearing, these being depression, anxiety and communication withdrawal. As reported through a

recent Federal Government Senate Inquiry into hearing, these conditions have been shown to contribute to cognitive decline and

potentially increase by a factor of five, the likelihood of developing dementia.

Training a Hearing Assistance Dog takes approximately 6 months and is split into two parts; public access and sound training.

An Australian Lions Hearing Dog has the same public access rights as a guide dog for the blind. It is essential therefore that they are

comfortable and relaxed in a range of outdoor settings. Consequently, trainee Hearing Assistance Dogs are put through an intensive

socialisation program where they are trained to accompany their future deaf or hard of hearing owners into shops, restaurants,

workplaces and on public transport.

The second part of their training focuses on alerting their future recipient to sounds. All our dogs are taught to respond and physically

alert their owners to 10 common household sounds including mobile phones, people knocking at the door, alarm clocks, babies crying

and smoke alarms. This is also customised to each recipient, ensuring that their Hearing Assistance Dog will work to their individual

requirements.

If you are after any further information about Kate or Australian Lions Hearing Dogs please visit our website lionshearingdogs.com.au
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/state-of-reconciliation-2021/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/australian-reconciliation-barometer-2020/
https://www.smm.catholic.edu.au/www.reconciliation.org.au
http://www.lionshearingdogs.com.au/


NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It

has been an annual event for schools since 2008.

ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority) provides the following information for parents about this program:

“The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It

has been an annual event for schools since 2008. NAPLAN assesses skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time,

through the school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are progressing in numeracy and

literacy skills against national standards for all Australian children. It also provides valuable information that allows schools and

governments to better target effort and support to help all students achieve their potential and acquire the basic skills to help them build

successful and happy lives.” All students are expected to participate in the tests.

NAPLAN tests fundamental skills rather than specific content, and as such is not a test for which students can study or drill. A good

discussion to have with your child regarding NAPLAN is to let them know that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and to

reinforce to them that they did their best they can on the day. An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this

year (Term 3). Parents can use this information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents

may also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers.

This week students in Year 3 and 5 at St Mary Magdalene’s School will be undertaking the NAPLAN assessments online. Students had

the opportunity to become familiar with the online testing format through a practice test last term. Further details about NAPLAN testing

can be found online at https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/

Thank you to Michelle Menadue for her work in assuring that all of the test materials were checked, distributed and then collected in a

timely manner.

Catholic Education Week
Last week was Catholic Education Week, we celebrated and acknowledged the commitment Catholic Education South Australia has in

raising the hearts and minds of each individual in our community by connecting to the Living Learning Leading Framework and sharing

the Catholic Education Week Prayer, signs around the school informed the community of this celebration. These signs also inform the

community that there are no school fees for mid-year Reception families in 2021. If you have any friends who are considering a Catholic

Education for their children please encourage them to join a tour at our school by booking online for a Wednesday 10am tour or by

contacting Lisa on 8255 6144.
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The 2021 Australian Early Development Census
The 2021 Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) is a national census of early childhood development of children in their first year

of full-time school. This survey is held once every 3 years and provides information to inform planning and improve services and

supports for children and families. Results for individual children are not reported on and data about each child is deidentified.

From May to July 2021 teachers will complete the instrument for all children in their first year of full-time schooling. If parents/carers

consent to the collection of their child’s information they do not need to do anything. Parent/carers only need to contact the school if they

do not consent to the collection of their child’s information.

To find out more about the AEDC you can the website www.aedc.gov.au

OSHC News
Just a reminder to please contact Esther on 0437609630 or Lisa at the front office for any bookings or cancellations. If you do not

contact us 24 hours prior to booking unfortunately I will still have to charge you for that session. To assist with staffing, we ask that you

please contact us as soon as you realise that you require / don’t require the service for that day.

IMPORTANT

Please remember to close (and lock) the gate behind you when entering or leaving the school. The gate and code system are there to

ensure that everyone is safe. When the gate is left open the area is not secure.
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Scholastic Bookfair

Book Fairs help our school stock up on resources to enrich your children's education. Best of all, each Fair provides kids access to more

books.

More books means more choice, which means kids get to read the books they want to read. The right book can ignite a passion for

reading, so we encourage families to work together to create a reading culture at home. Reading expands the mind and nourishes the

imagination. 

You can discover the books HEREHERE. Download the catalogue HEREHERE.
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https://www.smm.catholic.edu.au/www.scholastic.com.au/book-fairs/discover-the-books/
https://www.smm.catholic.edu.au/__files/d/12770/Book_Fair_2021.pdf


From the Community

All Content Copyright 2021 ©
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